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Newport Hospital to Host First Annual Aquidneck Island  

Rally 4 Recovery Celebration as Part of National Recovery Month 

 
Senate President Teresa Paiva Weed, Newport Mayor Harry Winthrop, Anchor Recovery Center 

Director Jim Gillen and Craig Stenning, Director of the Department of Behavioral Healthcare 

Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals (BHDDH), are among 

Speakers at the Event 

 
Newport, RI, September 2012 - The Rhode Island Recovery Month Coalition and the Rhode Island 

Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals (BHDDH) will co-host 

the first annual Aquidneck Island Rally for Recovery on Friday, September 28 from 2:00 p.m. to  

4:00 p.m. at Newport Hospital, 11 Friendship Street in Newport. 

 

The Rally brings together diverse segments of the recovery community including people in recovery from 

drug and alcohol addiction, mental illness and individuals with developmental disabilities. We raise 

awareness throughout National Recovery Month by holding rallies and other events around the State.  The 

Rhode Island Rally 4 Recovery, the State’s signature event, was held on Saturday, September 15 and was 

attended by over 5,000 people.  The Aquidneck Island Rally will be the 11
th
  recovery month celebration 

this September. 

 

National data indicates that rates of addiction and mental illness are higher in Rhode Island than across 

the nation.  It is important to spread the message that these conditions are common, people do recover, 

and prevention, treatment, recovery services and community supports are available and effective.   

 
This year’s theme for National Recovery Month is “Join the Voices for Recovery: It’s Worth It.” The 

theme emphasizes that, while the road to recovery may be difficult, the benefits of preventing and 

overcoming mental disorders and/or addiction are significant and valuable to everyone - individuals, 

families, and communities. 
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“Holding these events is a way for us to provide people in recovery with the opportunity to share their 

stories, says Craig Stenning, Director of BHDDH. “It is important for all Rhode Islanders to know that 

people with addiction and mental health issues don’t have to be limited by them.  It is wonderful to work 

with individuals in recovery because they allow us to join them on their paths to recovery.  They do the 

hard work and we provide the tools and supports they need to reach their goals.” 

 

“There is a lot of excitement around the first annual Recovery Rally here in Newport” says  

Jon Brett, PHD, Clinical Psychologist, Director of the Partial Hospitalization Program at Newport 

Hospital.  “Aquidneck Island has a strong and well-connected recovery community, and it’s a great 

opportunity to join in the activities with the rest of the State during National Recovery Month.”  

 

A variety of prevention, treatment, peer-support and recovery-support service providers will set up tables 

containing information about their services. The event will also feature a dedication tree, opportunities to 

make quilt squares for next year’s Recovery Month Quilt, live music and complementary refreshments.   

 

Speakers at the Aquidneck Island Rally will include Gus Cordeiro, CEO, Newport Hospital; Newport 

Mayor Harry Winthrop; Craig Stenning, Director of BHDDH;  RI Senate President Teresa Paiva Weed 

(Newport, Jamestown); Steven Gumbley, PhD, Faces & Voices of Recovery and William K. Miller, a 

person in long-term Recovery (20 years), from Newport. 

 

About the Rhode Island Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental 

Disabilities and Hospitals. 

BHDDH is committed to assuring access to quality services and supports for Rhode 

Islanders with developmental disabilities, mental health and substance abuse issues,  

and chronic, long-term medical and psychiatric conditions. In addition to planning for the 

development of new services and prevention activities, the mission of the department 

includes addressing the stigma attached to these disabilities. 

 

About the Rhode Island Recovery Month Coalition 

The Rhode Island Recovery Month Coalition includes treatment and recovery service 

providers, family members, and friends and advocates for recovery. The coalition strives 

to improve the quality of life of veterans and other individuals in recovery and highlight 

their accomplishments. 

 

About National Recovery Month 

National Recovery Month is an initiative of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration’s (SAMHSA’s) Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), within the 

Department of Health and Human Services.  The goal of this initiative is to increase the 

understanding of behavioral health and reinforce the message that prevention works, treatment 

is effective, and people can and do recover.   
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